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Press Release

Immediate Release – LONDON October 2018

The original talent show, The 291 Club is back,

Hackney Empire, 9 November 2018

We’re counting down to the long overdue return of the historic Original 291Club.  The variety show, which made a name for itself in the 90s will be back in its original home at the Hackney Empire, London from 9 November 2018.  Arguably the forerunner to shows like ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ and the ‘X Factor’, the 291 Club remains a raucous variety show where the audience picks the best act to go through to the final.

“What made the 291 Club so special was its gladiatorial elements”, explains co-founder Elayne Smith. “For years, fans who recall watching the show on LWT in its hay-day and the repeats on Channel 4, have been asking us to bring it back”, continues Elayne, “and with the growing popularity of talent shows, my business partner Miles Crawford and I felt there was no better time to recreate the magic”.

All budding entertainers are being urged to get their application in now.  Singers, rappers, dancers, comedians and anything in between should send a link or a 2 minute recording of their performance to M R McKenzie, auditions@291club.co.uk 
Many celebrities who’re now household names can attribute their beginning to the 291 Club.  Acts like Skunk Anasi and Eternal as well as comedian Terri Alderton, were all contestants on the show before they became celebrities.  
With a stellar line up of judges including Record Company Executives, Booking Agents and Celebrities who will alternate on a weekly basis, the eight-part series will kick off in 2019. 
Guest Pas on the Friday 9th Oct 2018 are; Top Reggae Artists Lloyd Brown, ITV’s Good Morning Model Stacey Phipps, Brand New Artist Tsharna Dynamic Dance Troop, Empact Youth and Celebrated Comedians Matt Price & Special P.
Miles and Elayne are proud to announce Vanbrugh Hill  as their 291Club Musical Director
Tickets are still available for the launch show on Friday 9th November 2018, from www.hackneyempire.co.uk
The After Party is at the Empire Bar 291 Mare St, London E8 1EJ from 9pm till Late Friday 9th November 2018

DJs are Jazzi Que from Soul ll Soul, Mistri Paul & Victor Vader
Tickets for the after party are £10 in advance from www.291club.co.uk
 or £12 at the door

END:

Media Enquiries for interviews with either Elayne Smith and Miles Crawford should be sent to Mr McKenzie contactus@291club.co.uk thank you.
NOTE TO EDITOR:
Prizes Include…

1st Place Trophy
2nd Place Trophy
3rd Place Trophy


…and their very own featured track on our forthcoming Fly, Fresh n Phat compilation album Vol2. which was established at EMI Records. 

The overall winner will have an automatic place in 291Club final 2019.
The Judges include, Record Company Executives, Booking Agents and Celebrities.

Judges are as follows:

•1, Dona Croll – Actress
• 2, Carl McIntosh - ‘Loose Ends’ fame
.3, Pauline Henry – Chimes’ Fame
•4, Chrystal Rose of ITV the Chrystal Rose Show fame
• 5, Edward Adoo – BBC Radio 3 Counties Presenter
• 6, Barrie Sharpe of Sharpe Eye Clothing and London Records ‘Master Plan’ fame
• 7, Lady Lex CEO of Chaaawaaa Online Radio 
•8, Leroy Logan – Former MET Police Superintendent 
• 9, Ivor Etienne – CEO, Beat London 103.6
•10,  Joyce Fraser – Black Heroes Foundation
• 11, Ellen Thomas – Actress 
• 12, Kennedy Prezedent Mensah – Back II Future Publishing
•13,  Tiann Roland-Dixon – A&R Sony, Columbia
• 14, Trevor Sterling – Chair, Mary Seacole Foundation
•15, Robert Bruce - Capital Xtra Presenter
•16, Lwr Zak, CEO, LWR Radio
• 17, Jade – Island Records, A&R Consultant
•18, Marie Kempinska MBE - Founder, Jongleurs Comedy Clubs 
.19, HAKEEM ONIBUDO - director and founder of IMPACT DANCE
.20, Errol Reid – China Black
